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Impressions of Professor
Zhang's Drawings.

When [ graduated from Madrid School of
Architecture, [ was ready to start my own
practice as an Architect. It was my goal, as it is
today, to make architecture. Then I felt the
need of having a global understanding of dif-
ferent approaches to architecture. So | decided
to live in different countries as to go beyond the
cultural surface for a better understanding. This
decision has given me the possibility and honor
to meet a great person. Professor Zhang
Zaiyuan.

As an european | first approach the United
States as to have a clear understanding of the
other western approach”. I arrived through
Yale University where 1 did my Master degree.
I have the honor to have as professors Rob
Krier, R. Ventury & D. Scott Brown, Tadao
Ando, as well as other well known architects
for critics. After this fruitful academic experi-
ence [ went to work for Skidmore, Owings &
Merrill. Richard Keating and his team where
doing a very interesting work in Los Angeles to
which I joined my effort.

From California the sound of the east was
even stronger. My contact with Tadao Ando
accentuated my interest for Asia and drove me
into the Japanese exciting world (from where I
am writing now),

Architecture is a complex matter, is tech-
nology, art, science, function, it has sociologi-

cal, cultural, economical, political im-
plications... It is space, mass, void. It is for
mankind. Every architect tries to define its own
architecture as if it belongs to individuals.
Nowadays architecture is becoming personal
expressions as if thev were only sculptures and
often lacking of social response. The better
knowledge of cultural backgrounds the better
answer to social needs and clear meanings.

With the Modern Architecture, or the so
called after International Style. this flux of
ideas flown into the whole world from its west-
ern conception towards the rest of the world.
One can see examples of this Style all over the
world. But this is mainly a one direction influ-
ence. Today this flux of influences is multi-
directional s no longer a western imposition
only.

In the old Maki’s laboratory at the Uni-
versity of Tokyo, now conducted by Hidetoshi
Ohno, where [ am currently conducting my re-
search. I meet Professor Zhang Zaiyuan. When
[ first saw his drawings [ was verv impressed by
their power and quality as well as the clear re-
presentation of the western essence as if there
were a total understanding of any cultural
aspects. What is obvious is that in his mind
there is a global architecture above any re-
gional one (it doesn’t mean a lost of regional
identity). The architecture of the ideas. His

Woar yppol_
s

drawings are talking about something special.
His idea is to learn from the west as to confront
it to the east making them closer as a continous
process. I must say that [ am doing the same
but in a reverse way.

Zhang's drawings go beyond of expressing
an idea they communicate a feeling, they make
you believe in them. Qualities that can be found
perhaps in Frank L. Write drawings.

By having been awarded in six inter-
national competitions. it clearly shows that in
all the cases the jurors have been impressed by
the appropriateness, the truthness and the clear
representation of his ideas.

These expressiveness and clearness of his
architectural and landscape hand drawings is
something that cannot be achieved by any other
representational way. Today architects are
loosing this habit perhaps because of the com-
puters. Hand drawings are necessary to com-
municate the architect’s feelings. His drawings
are the best example to remind us what we
should take in consideration in the develop-
ment of the technology in the field of Architec-
ture.

Besides of having been a person with
special talent he keeps drawing constantly in a
high performance way and although is needless
to say good work always comes with hard and
dedicated one.
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