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Presentamos una aproximacion al conjunto de fundamentos diferenciado-
res de la estructura urbana —aquellos gue proceden de herencias o reali-
dades socio-filosoficas, de las adaptaciones a fa forma del mercado occi-
dental...— apreciables en la ciudad japonesa en la que la mistificacion y la
relacion entre consumo y suelo disponible se convierten en conceptos criti-
cos. Ciudades donde las calles carecen de nombre, las manzanas no
siguen un-orden correlativo y la numeracion de los portales corresponde

unicamente a la cronologia en.quoe los edificios fueron construidos:

Presented here is:an accotmt which tries to. relate the set of dnfferentnahng

f ctors on'the level of the social

'and phdosophlcal Iegacles and reahtnes of the country as well as to
asyects df:r& adaptaﬁons tothe form of ihe westem market... Such
factors are notic abie in the Japansse:cf . in wluch hyﬁrndezatlons and-the

follow a: sarre,laﬁu'fe.order. and w i
correspunctﬁ unly to the chronol
constructed. e 2 _ :
Por/By: Dada Sanz y Alvaro Varela




de el.sistema feudal a la-era moderna, en el tejido.urbano japonés no se"programan lugares parala demostra-
cion de la voluntad de Ius individuos. Cuando_se disualve la: mdmduahdad en aras del mteres del grupo cuando

el consumo.se. convierte en un eievado fin g

complejos suma de comercio, estaclones d tra 'porte de‘Ias cailes cublertas donde !a gente 5@ mueve 1ren--' 1
;- ando un continuo fluido. Understood as an unvarymg ‘inheritanice in the territones
of the Middle East and the West (tﬁe pubilc city in Greece and Rome, the commerc’ia_l and domestic city of the

Anglo-Saxons, the réligious city of Islam), the center is constituted as an inhe‘rent eiement and attribute of
the urban entity, and even.in its current evolution (e.g., multiple centers. the growmg densnty around large
mfrastructures) i contlnues to be a-specific value of “the ulty condltmn in any demographlc 3
concentratlon Mowng from the feudal system to the modern era wnthout an mtermedlate stage the Japanese urban fahric is not designed to include

" places for the demonstrauon of the will of individuals: When md‘mduahty [ dlssolved in favour of the interest. ‘of the group, when consumptlon béconies

the highest purpose, the role of meeting places —public space— has been filled by the Iarge super-commergial. centers; the public transport stations;
and covered market streéts. ' '




“ithe fragmentahon‘and_'-

uraﬁﬁ JCesses of growth so at the present time we see
>
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XV no han llegado a

colectivos, se pro-
0 patente a través de
distancia ‘que permita

15th"tjcentury on.
ion of the indivi-
dual within a system of.gr_oup& The:

stmgglé LON | E LG
obvious through the most accétuate

F; with the minimal
distance that still allows some sort o

_cr;ovird together.
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recha que esta sea.

The effec!‘of the scarcrty of avaﬂable ground, along wuth‘lhe voraclty of developers. opens space for the
proliferation of customary practices:to unfold in typologfes obliged to suffer profound modlﬁcatmns ‘or re-creations,

ften due to such aleatory activities as :
playlng golf or parking a car. Ig_!_an_y-storeyed structures, covered by enormous protective nets which surround srmulated'flriving,ranges for golf, or systems |

of vertical container buildings whu:h store aﬁomobiles stacked on trays... —all indiscriminately appear in the urban fahrii: utterly independent of the

importance of the avenue or ne:ghbourhood asa whole in which they rise up: All buildings are obliged to fulflll the mun |pal norms requmng fire ‘escapes
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Dada Sanz es arquitecta. Reside y desarrolla su actividad profesional en Japon desde 1990. Alvaro Varela es arquitecto. Reside en Japon desde 1989, donde desarrolla su tésis doctoral
en la Universidad de Tokio. Dada Sanz is an architect. She has lived and practiced architecture in Ja

pan since 1990. Alvaro Varela is an architect. He has been living in Japan since
1989, where he is working on his doctoral thesis at the University of Tokyo. Fotos/Photos: Dada Sanz y/0 Alvaro Valera.
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