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Hyper-density Residential District: Alternative “Walled City”
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Man Cheong Strect

1: Aerial view of the stack of flats. The superblock structure 7 : Ground level showing the passages at the entrance
seems to float in the water. The site makes this compact
development less unhuman.

lobbies. The possibility of looking through makes these
buildings more penetrable. The toned areas emphasize the

2 : Site plan, The development consist of B blocks. subdivision in towers. There is not horizontal connection
3 : Entrance level with the pedestrian aligned passages among them. S=1: 800

4 : Vehicular infracstructure. Public streets 8 : Cross section. 18 floors plus ground fioor. The shade
5 : Slab footprint regulations configurates the shape of the buildings. Every
& : Tower fooltprint. They are in fact attached towers. single buildable square meter is used
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g : View of the interior of one flat. The big room is divided as
the nzed of the residents.

10 © Using s corridor system around the vertical communica-
tion core that gives acces to 8 flats in each floor. The
narrow slots are for ventilation and for hanging clothes.

They become derty spots as the residents compact them
with additional elements. S=1: 200

is located on
reclaimed land along the watlerfront  on

This complex of apartment blocks

Kowloon's west side. Its unusual shape and
density reminded us of piles of newspapers. In
order to supply housing for an ever-increasing
population, the Building Ordinance of 1956
increased the buildable floor-area ratio of this
land; this complex was designed in 1962, and thus
rellects this change. The project. developed by a
private owner, uses the maximum allowed
building volume, thus creating a highly dense
environment. The setbacks that give this group
of buildings such a particular presence are a
response Lo shadow restrictions. The terraces
were designed to be enclosed after building
inspection.

Originally, the ground floor was designed for
commercial use and the rest for high-income
residential. But this clear classification of uses
has been altered over the years; today the
residential floors closest to streel level have been
converted into shops and offices. The resulting
use of the plan was not foreseen in its original
design. Hong Kong requires a three dimensional
planning for its hybrid-use buildings.

This building complex forms a super block its
own, differentiated from surrounding a city-
within-a-city block; it gives the impression of
being an autonomous community. The organiza-
tion in plan is based on a grid pattern of eight !
repetitive slab-buildings. At the ground floor, a
subsyslem of lanes intersecting the public streets 2 <
pass through the elevator halls of each building,
thus Joining these buildings closely together. Pl miele mie — - -
Despite the autonomous character of the superb- - i
lock, the subsystem of lanes and the openness of 1
the site to the sea make it penetrable and relate 1 m

it to its surroundings. 3 3
Circulation inside the apparently solid block 1s :
not horizontal but vertical. Each slab-building is s ]
actually a grouping of towers, separated by
slender slots. Because of these slots, every D

apartment is designed to enjoy maximum

exposure to the outside air. Within these slots of P_H -"
space, like everywhere else in Iong Kong, N
however, residents have built illegal elements. FAAN
Thus, although at first glance this highly ordered
building complex looks nothing like the chaotic ) q D
Walled City in Kowloon, it shares with it many
features, such as its density of use and its vertical J
circulation. LAV L ' I =

en

1
Lt | \ <] >
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Samarkand “Ulugh Beg” Cultural Centre—— An International Architecture Competition
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PARK IN THE CITY
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The Samarkand Ulugh Beg Cultural Center
design competition was the first international
competition authorized by the UIA in 54 vears,
since the Soviet Palace competition of 1934.
Nearly 700 architects participated in this
competition, and our proposal was honored as
one of the five winning schemes.

Samarkand is the second largest city in the
Republic of Uzbekistan. It prospered as a major
trade center of the Silk Road. The north east side
of town is laden with splendid medieval Islamic
architecture and traditional Islamic houses in a
maze of narrow lanes. The south west side is a
city expansion dating from the Soviet period,
with modern pavilions arranged on radial loop
block configurations.

The competition site is the place where these two
urban patterns meet, above the subterranean
ruins of a fort from the Timur Era. The program
of this project asked us to build a foundation for
the future development of the town, that would
resolve the disparity between the two adjacent
sectors and propose a new identity for the city in
the next century.

We responded to this request not by proposing
concrete architectural forms, but by producing
the principles and guide lines to direct the

PORT « PLACES FOR EXCHANGING
e

ARCHIPELAGO

BODE AN

oAk, | LA A

redevelopment of the city center of Samarkand.
We interpreted two different principles of space
configuration in Samarkand: Islamic tradition,
characterized by the patio (=park in the city) ,
and modernism (=city in the park) . We respected
these two principles and tried to make a catalyst
to encourage exchange between the two sectors
at the boundary.

We found a key to solve this problem by
considering the model of the super-modern city,
Hong Kong. If we associate the Islamic side with
Kowloon (living place) and the modern side
with Central (commercial district] , this site
could be regarded as the Victoria Harbor that
connects two districts and gives rise to activity.
Setting up the theme of Port (=place of
exchange) , we introduced the imagery of a port
to the site by suggesting pier-like structures
straddling the border.

These piers perform two different roles: on the
northeast side, the passage ends in a patio, while
on the southwest, the pier fragments into free
standing pavilions surrounded by open space.
The piers play the role of a catalyst for
identifying two districts with each other. At the
same time, this boundary zone itself forms a new
activity core and serves as the basis of future

WHARF

TRANSSTIVE LAVER

LAY
y g =
-
 Z=]
By =
;Eu
PARK 1N THE CITY S ¢ i L

development.

We proposed the following strategies of urban
design: various kinds of outdoor spaces (wide
plazas, public patios, raised patios, and private
patios); a network connecting these patios; linear
“stripe” spaces reminiscent of the block patterns
in the modern district; and an “Ecological/
Chronological Park,” which would feature the
ancient ruins and urban artifacts from subse-
quent eras. (MMi}
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